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What a year we have had. Usually we
just have the weather to worry about
for our drives but the C-Virus has
shown us that bad weather is not so
much of a problem after all. I continue to hope each
day that everyone is ok and this virus problem will be
over soon. Please continue to protect yourself and
others and have as happy a holiday as you can. I will
leave our club schedule on our website and newsletter
blank until some day that we will be able to meet
again.
Thanks to all of the Club Officers that volunteered to
continue their positions for 2021. All of these were
approved by our Board of Governors.
Club Officers :
President: Steve Moore
Vice President/Events Director: Guy Davis
Secretary/Treasurer: Dave Miller
Newsletter Editor/Webmaster: Nancy Briggs
Governors : Steve Schmitt (2020—2021)
Harold Everett (2021—2022)

See you on the road someday.
Steve Moore

Regular Monthly Meeting
Schedule
All Meetings are at 6:00pm, unless otherwise indicated.

December 6, 2020 Sunday
Christmas Party

Cancelled

2020 Event Schedule
Looking Forward To Next Year!

Welcome New Club
Members!
Doug & Juvata Rundle
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PACKING FOR A MIATA TRIP – PART 2
Reprinted By Susan Schmidt
We left off with Steve Moore sharing his hints for photography and traveling in a Miata. The
following is Part 2:
Steve Moore keeps a small “universal tool set” in the car all the time. On occasion he has taken an
extra fan belt. An extra quart of oil with screw cap and stored in a zip-lock bag for extra protection
is good insurance should it be needed. Steve is now happily using Mobil One synthetic oil in his
Miata. Steve relocated his spare tire under the car to save space and checks the tire pressure on all
five tires before a trip. Lots of folks forget to check the spare tire’s pressure. In addition to the
fluid levels, Steve also checks the belt tensions and the brake pad thickness before a long trip. He
doesn’t want to find himself on one of those mountains and wish he had better brakes.
Steve and Rita have found it cost effective to purchase an annual national park pass. In 2006 the
cost was $50 a year. They recover the cost pretty quickly as entry fees to national parks can run as
high as $25 for each visit. Previously they could order the card ahead of time and the year didn’t start
until the first use. [The pass program has changed]. One year they probably used the pass at least
a dozen times. Rather than spend a lot of time in one place, the Moores generally try to see as many
different things and places as possible in a short time.
Elaine Reeves – The Reeves purchased trunk-top weatherproof luggage but have yet to need it. They
have no trouble packing one week’s worth of clothing in the car. They make use of the space
available like “squishing” a sweatshirt or jacket behind the seats. They carry a tall, insulated, and
soft-side ice chest that fits perfectly behind the console. Blocks of blue ice fit nicely and keep sodas
cold on the bottom and chocolate and cheese snacks fresh on top. Chips fit in the corners of the
suitcase. By using small baggies rather than bringing the whole bags, they are able to bring a variety
of snacks like nuts.
Elaine hates to wear hats and the Miata ball caps they bring don’t take much space. She is not
bothered much by the sun. In fact the Reeves are known for driving with the top down and are
often the last to put their tops up when others have given in to nature’s heat and cold. Elaine said the
seats in the Reeves’ 2002 Miata were surprisingly comfortable even after a 24 hour door-to-door
drive from Lansing, Michigan.
Janet Sherry – The Sherry family is use to going on “Adventures with a capital A” Such
Adventurers always involve traveling down a road that has never been traveled before. Janet said
she and Michael are the famous “Zip-Lock Bag People.” Putting their cloths in gallon size zip-lock
bags leaves plenty of room to carry two lap top computers, two sets of camera equipment, and a
tripod in their trunk on trips. They prefer double Zip-Lock bags by Glad which have two rows to
seal and press out the excess air. Don’t use the bags with sliders, they won’t stay sealed. Fold a shirt
for each day long ways and put underwear for one day on one end. Fold up the other end of the shirt
with the arms in such a way to make an envelope and slide the envelope into the bag. No undies are
visible. Like most of us the Sherrys can wear their slacks or jeans for a couple of days so each only
need carry a shirt baggie with what they call a “Dopp Kit” into their room at night. The Dopp Kit has
their toothbrushes, etc. By not using suitcases, the Sherrys take full advantage of all the nooks and
crannies in their Miata trunk. They also use a larger Zip-Lock bag for their “Tireds and
Wearies.” Tireds and Wearies is a British expression for dirty cloths. This packing approach was
used on a 4,700 mile, 12-day trip to Canada without any need to do laundry. But when they do
laundry on the road, they simply reuse the same bags.
When they have too much to take in the Miata, they make arrangements with the owner of the Bed
and Breakfast or hotel concierge where they are going to stay for a few days to have a box they sent
ahead waiting in their room. Janet leaves some space unpacked in the box on the shipment out so
they can fill it with souvenirs for the shipment home. Their cloths make wonderful cushioning for
their souvenirs. Even on non-Miata trips they find shipping home bulky items, like their parkas,
makes the return trip more enjoyable.
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On driving days they like to get an early start, between 7 and 7:30 am, and pull in early, by 4pm at the
latest. That gives them an opportunity to sit out by the pool, nap before dinner, explore the city, or see
a movie. By getting in early they are re-energized for the next day. That sure beats the 12-hour
driving days of their youth.

Mike Truel – Mike is a dyed-in-the-wool motorcyclist and is therefore use to traveling with fewer
comforts and less storage than when driving in his Miata. In fact, he is use to carrying his toothbrush
in his pocket. On his Moab trip on the motorcycle, he even carried his home (camping gear), so he
knows how to pack efficiently. He starts the mental process of packing by making a list in advance of
the items he wants to take. Then to keep the packing simple, he uses nylon bags with draw stings. He
says you could tag the bags to help find what you need. He carries a combination wind breaker/rain
jacket and a hat and saves space to bring a couple pairs of shoes, especially comfortable walking
shoes. Don’t forget to take sunscreen and a water bottle. Some of the events involve a good walk
from the parking area.
He wears a vest with 47 pockets (or less) which holds a lot of stuff he says he can’t find. Tilley makes
a line of synthetic T-shirts and shorts that can be hand washed at night and dries fast. With synthetic
you can get by with three sets. Or, wear old cloths and throw them away when they get dirty.
Mike takes lots of maps to cover all the states he plans to visit. He described many wonderful sites and
drives in the Moab area, such as Highway 128 NE of Moab which follows the Colorado River and is a
very spirited drive. He warned club members, before heading home, especially if going to Telluride,
Colorado, be sure and fill your gas tank before leaving Moab.

Take-along tools include a tire gauge, paper towels, and a small bottle of glass cleaner. If in your
travels it gets hot and you don’t want to run with the air conditioner, put the top up to shade you and
zip down the back window. Regarding seat comfort, Mike recently ordered new foam for his 1994
Miata from the Mazda factory and had an Edmond upholstery shop install it. Mike said it “really does
feel good” but added that it was “very expensive”. The work was done by James at Trim
World. Mike said they can insert high density foam into the seats for lumbar support.
Mike travels with a small but powerful set of binoculars and a digital camera. There was so much to
see and do in Utah; he didn’t want to miss anything. But if you forget to take something, this is
America; you can buy what you need on the road.
Terry and Ann Willey – Terry subscribes to Mazda Sport magazine which has advertising for Miata
accessories and events. He sent me the article they published about the 2005 Moab event which they
attended. The photos capture both beautiful and unusual scenery.
Like the Hudsons, the Willeys use deep “Deck Bags” for behind the seats. They hold a lot. The
Willeys also carry soft sided luggage. [The Butterfly brand of luggage and deck bags is no longer
available].

Terry says CB radios are handy, especially to
warn others when there are car parts in the
road. With a cell phone, by the time you dial up,
they are already there. The Tulsa club uses walkie
talkies but the range is shorter. Our club use to
have two portable 40-channel CB radios that
plug into the cigarette lighter. They were loaned
during drives to new members to hear what was
going on. They worked pretty good but at some
point were given away as door prizes.
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Miata For Sale?
Let us know if you are selling your Miata. We get many inquiries from people wanting to buy a good
used Miata. Maybe we can help you make a connection.

Scheduled or Preventive Maintenance
Modifications and Improvements
General Repairs
Dave Miller, (405) 204-8123
dlsmiller@cox.net

Miata Shaped Name Tags
Miata shaped name tags are available from Awards Etc, 6714
NW Expressway, Oklahoma City, (405) 728-1960. You have a
choice of car color and magnet or pin style backs. Specify that
you are with the “Miata Club”, spell your name as you want it
to appear, tell them the color of your car, and the pins are
generally ready in 4 to 5 business days.

Stitch N Print, Inc.

450 N. Rockwell, Oklahoma City, OK 73127
Phone (405) 789-8862, Fax (405) 789-8879, Email
snpokc@sbcglobal.net
Have the Club logo embroidered on shirts, jackets, blankets, hats, and
other items. You can bring articles you bought elsewhere or buy items
in their store or from catalogs they have available. Specify the color of
your car to put in the logo. They can probably match the thread color
pretty close if you bring a color photograph of your car.

Club Pins
With all the Miata events coming up, Club members will need a couple of
extra Club pins to trade with event participants from other Clubs and states.
Pins are available for $3.50. Contact Dave Miller at (405) 948-8123.

Magnetic Signs with Club Logo
Magnetic Club logo signs are nice to display on your car when driving to
Miata events. Because the signs are custom made they have to be special
ordered. Cost of the signs is $25+tax for a set of 2.
Contact Jessica or Geri (customer service) at Reflective Edge
200 N. Ann Arbor OKC, OK 405-917-7837
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819 North Interstate Drive
Norman, OK 73069
Sales (405) 321-4488
Service (405) 310-6782
Parts (405) 310-6901

SALES
405-321-4488
Mon-Fri 8:30 am—8:00 pm
Sat 8:30 am—8:00 pm
SERVICE
405-310-6782
Mon-Fri 7:00 am—6:00 pm
Sat 7:00 am—5:00 pm
Sun Closed
PARTS
405-310-6901
Mon-Fri 7:00 am—6:00 pm
Sat 8:00 am—5:00 pm
Sun Closed
As a member of our Club, Nelson Mazda offers you a 20% discount on
parts, labor and service at their dealership.
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